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Tue Venice will in future be published under 
the patronage of the Hamilton Baptist Missionary 
Society. The profits arising from the sale of the 
work, will be added to the funds of the Society. In 
the first preposals for publishing, the publie were no- 
tified that nothing would be taken from the Boston 


Missionary Magazine ; but the present editors feel 


‘themselves at liberty in making selections to follow 


their own judgment of public utility. 

The friends of cur Redeemer, are solicited to favor 
this publication, which has no other object in view 
than the diffusion of useful knowledge, and the spread 
of the Gospel of Christ. 

} 1 
A succinct account of the TWamitton Baptisr 


MISSIONARY 


ON the 27th of Aug. 1807, a number of professed 
‘riends of Zion met at Pompey in Onondaga County, and 
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3S HRamiliton Baptist Wissionary Society. 


State of New-York, and having taken into consideration 
the destitute situation of many ef their fellow-creatures 
on the western and south-western frontiers of cur country; 
formed themselves into a Missionary Society by the 
name of the Lake Bajpitist Missionary Society, for the 
purpose of contributing to the relief of the destitute in 
those parts. A Constitution was adopted. Oct. 28th, 1807 
the Society met at Br. Elisha Payne’s in Hamilton and 
commenced their operations. 

At the annual meeting of the Society held at German in 
the county of Chenango, Aug. 30, 1808, it was agreed to 
change the name of the Society, and that in future it 
should be known by the name of the Hamilton Baprst 
Missionary Society. This Society was small in the be- 
<inning, but it has prospered beyond expectation, its funds 
are increasing and its labors extending. The Report of 
the Boardof Directors made to the annual meeting in 
Sept. 1814, will present the reader witha view of its ope- 
rations the year past, and also with a state of the Funds. 

Conrected with this are the #emale Mite Societies in 
the towns of Homilton, Cazenovia, German and Fabius.— 
Also,the Female Freegift Society in the town of Madison, 
anda small contributing society in German. Likewise 
iwo other Femaie Societies are formed the one in Homer 
and the other in Norwich, with a view of aiding the Ham- 
ilton Baptist Missionary Society in their benevolent de- 
sign. 

The Society at theirannual meeting held at Hamilton 
Sefitember 13th, 1814, AApointed 
Elder JOHN LAWTON, President. 
EBENEZER WAKLEY, Secretary. 
iD. SOUTHWORTH, 7'reasurer. 
Directors. 


Lider JOHN PECK, 
JOHN KEEP, 
JOSEPH CARD, 
THOMAS COX, 
GEORGE PETTIT, 
Lider JONATHAN FERRIS, 
Elder NATHAN BAKER, 
AROSWELL LAMB 
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At this meeting the Editors of the Vehicle or Madison 
and Cayuga Christian Magazine feeling a desire to pro- 
mote the missionary cause, and trusting, that the avails of 
the publication, if judiciously managed, may be produc- 
tive of some benefit to the Funds of the Society, made an 
offer of the establishment tothe Society. The Society 
unanimously accepted the offer and proceeded to mako 
suitable arrangements for the management of this business. 
Elders John Lawton, John Peck and Daniel Hascall, were 
appointed Editors. Elder John Peck, was appointed Ge- 
neral Agent to distribute the Books and reserye the avails 
fur the benefit of the Society. 

4 Report of the Board of Directors of the HamiuTor 
Barprisr Muiusstonary Socrgery, made at the awnua? 
nesting, Aoldenat Hamilton, Sept. 13th 1814. 

Dear BRETHREN AND FRIENDS, 


With due acknowledgement.to the father of all mercies , 
for the inexpressable favors conferred: on. us, We con- 
eratulate you onthe return of this joyful day, on which 
we have an opportunity of assembling for the purpose of 
attending to the affairs of our Dear Redeemer’s Kingdom 
—And with pleasure we lay before you the following 
Statement : fd 

Immediately after our appointment we agreed tos end 
out Missionaries for thirty weeks the ensuing year. Ac- 
cordingly we appointed Elder Elisha Ransom, on a mis- 
sion for five weeks, but have received no communication 
from him.¢ Elder John Upfold was appointed for three 
weeks which service he performed. Elder John Lawton 
was appointed for twelve weeks, and has performed the 
mission by travelling through the country south of the 
Cayuga and Seneca Lakes to the Genesee River and 
parts contiguous thereto. Elder Alfred Bennet perform- 
eda tour of six weeks travelling nearly the same tract 
with Elder Lawton. Other brethren were appointed but 
for some reason did not perform their appointments. The 
accounts from our brethren who have performed their 
tours, are very flattering and call loudly for renewed ex- 
crtions. We cannot refrain from calling your attention 


{ Satisfactory returns have since been made. 
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100 Report of the Directors. 


to one pleasing circumstance which has occurred since 
your last meeting. Ata meeting of the Board in Februa- 
ry last, Delegates from the Female Mite Societies in Ha. 
milton, Cazenovia, German and Fabius, attended and pre- 
sented the Society with Cloth of their own manufacture to 
the amount of one hundred and forty-eight dollars, which 
is more than we have expended the year past. 

The Board in the exercise of their discretionary pow- 
ers have voted to take two hundred and fifty ofthe Mass, 
Bap. Miss. Magazine. A statement of the funds will be 
subjoined by which you will learn the pleasing prospects 
of increasing usefulness. Dear Brethren and Friends, 
when we take a retrospective view of the way by which the 
Lord has brought us, we feel renewed obligations to ren- 
der thanks to God and to redouble our exertions in main- 
taining his glorious cause. Although our beginning was 
small, yet hitherto the Lord hath helped us, and our pros- 
pects begin to brighten and-open to ourview a scene of 
more extensive usefulness. Letus then arise and exert 
ourselves tothe utmost of our abilities, In promoting this 
glorious cause. Let us turn our eyes to the Southwest 
and Western parts of our country, and listen to the heart- 
melting eriesof the destitute, * come over and help us,” 
Oh who can be idle, who can withhold the helping land. 
Could you but witness the tender scenes which some oi 
your missionaries have done, we are persuaded you would 
not be contented with merely praying, “thy Kingdom 
come,” but all your energies would be exerted to bring it 
into effect. How many of your dear brethren and sisters 
in destitute places would be glad, ina spiritual sense, of 
the crumbs which fall from your tables. You enjoy ines- 
timable privileges, yeare full; but oh! how many are 
perishing for lack of knowledge ; how many are destitute 
of the precious means which you enjoy. Think of these 
things, lay them to heart, and while God in his providence 
is evidently calling, let us with joyful souls pursue the 
path of duty. 

We remain, Brethren, 
Yours in the best of bonds, &c. 
By order of the Board of Directors. 
JOHN PECK, President. 
JOSEPH COLEY, Secretar. 
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Report of the Directors. 


State of the Funds, Sept. 13th, 1814. 
Donations since our last annual meeting. 


Elder James Wheeler in cash - - - $1 
German Female Mite Society 11 1-2 yds. broad- 
cloth - - - - : - 
Do. Do. Do. Do. 31 yds. shirting - I1 
Cazenovia Female Mite Society, 13 %-4 yds. 
broadcloth - - - - - 29 
Do. Do. Do. Do. 35 yds. shirting 19 
Do. Do. Do. Do. in cash - 1 
Fabius Female Mite Society, 13 1-2 yds. broad- 
cloth - - - - - - 20 
Do. Do. ‘Do. Do. in cash - 
Hamilton Female Mite Society 23 yds. broadcloth 43 
Sangersfield church and congregation in cash 
Br. Rindge in cash - - - - - 
Asa Joslin in cash - - = : o.) 2 
Perlina Purdy one pair socks - - - - 
Betsey Butler one pair socks 
Benajah Tubbs in cash - a - - 
Donation collected by Elder Bennet when ona. 
missionary tour - - - - 
Elder Alfred Bennet - - - - 
Mary Hazardin cash: = - : - - 
Donation collected by Elder Lawton when ona 
missionary. tour . - - 11 
Br. John Keep - - - - 4 
Subscription. money received since our last meeting 19 
By a note for cash . . - - 5 
Balance inthe treasury — - 224 
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Total 

Expenditures for the year ending Sept. 13th 1814. 
Elder Salmon Morton for miss. service - 4% 22 
Elder John Upfold for do. - : ety. 
Elder Alfred Bennet for do. - - > .36 
Elder John Lawton for do. - -: : - 48 
Elder Elisha Ransom for do. - - “ 


> 


Total expenditure B1i2 


Total.of receipts ‘: 
I 2. 


433 23 
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Elder Kansom’s Missionary Tour. 


Total expenditures 112 


Balance now in the treasury w ¥ 21 25 


Test WARNER GOODELL, Treasurer. 


ABSTRACT OF ELDER ELISHA RANSOM’S MISSIONARY 
TOURS. 


On the 30th of September, 1813, he left Plymouth the 
place of his residence, and travelled through Preston and 
the south part of German, Cincinnatus, Virgil, Caroline, 
Berkshire and Candor, to Owego village. He then re. 
turned through a settlement called the Money-pot to Car. 
oline ; thence to Virgil. Here his health failed: but ob- 
taining medical aid, he was able to prosecute his journey 
home. In this tour he was absent from home 23 days— 
preached 23 sermons—assisted in the ordination of Br. 
Wm. Powers to the work of the Gospel ministry, and 
spent much time in private labors, inculcating the pre- 
cepts of the Gospei and urging the important duty of 
family prayer. 

On the 24th of November, he again left home and pro- 
ceeded on a tour incempany with the Rev. Abner Bene- 
dict, a Missionary of the congregational order, in the em- 
ploy of the Society in Hartford, Connecticut. They trav- 
elled and preached in the destitute settlements, in Phar- 
salia, German, Cincinnatus and Preston. On their return 
Mr. Ransom fell from his horse and was obliged on ac- 
count of the injury he received, to suspend his labors for 
a short time; but recovering a little, he resumed his 
work and completed in his two Jast excursions the term of 
19 days; preached seventeen times, attended church 
meetings, visited and instructed schools and families. It 
is hoped that the instructions, advice and admonitions of 
this aged missionary may be attended with a divine bles- 
sing; and particularly that his endeavors to bring the 
straying professors of religion back to the path of duty 


may not be in vain. 


Report of Elder ALFRED BENNE?, tothe President and 
Directors of the Hamitton Baptist Misssionary Society 








— 


Elder Bennet’s Missionary Tour. 103. 


Dear BRETHREN, 

We are assured by prophecy that of the increase of 
Christ’s government there shal] be no end; but. that it 
hall be established with justice and with judgment for- 
ver; that the zeal of the Lord of Hosts will. perform 
this. Yet we find him using means to carry into effect his 
glorious designs. One very important means which he 
has appointed is. the preaching of the Gospel of Jesus 
Uhrist. To give effect to this in all parts of his lower do- 
minion, he sturs up his children to engage in the missionary 
interest, by which many little streams are thrown into one 
channel; which opens a way for those who sit in dark- 
ness, in the region and shaddow of death, to behold with 
astonishig pleasure the rising glory of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. 
tlements can hardly conceive the satisfaction it gives to 
those dear children of God, who are destitue of the Gos- 
pel to be visited by the servants of.our Lord Jesus 
Christ. And it begetsa sensible pleasure in the labor- 
er’s heart peculiar to his work, that renders all the splen- 
dor of the world contemptible-compared with it. This 
pleasure I think I felt in a good degree, when by your di- 
rection I performed a tour of six weeks as a missionary 
among the destitute in the counties of Tioga, Steuben 
and Allerany: | 

I left my family May 26, 1814.—Nothing special oc- 
curred inthe first part of my journey through Tioga. I 
visited destitute settlements in the towns of Caroline, 
Berkshire,, Candor, Danby, Cayuta. and Catherine ; 
preaching the word among them. I was kindly received 
and can recommend them as deserving attention from oth- 
er missionaries. 

Religion was at alow ebb among the people ; and 
some heresies were spreading ; yet 1 think God has some 
chosen ones in those parts. 

From thence, June 6, 1 passed into the county of Steu- 
den, and found much room for labor. I had great pleas- 
ure in preaching Christ “ the way, the truth and ‘the life’’ 
unto the people in the town of Surry. I thought I felt 
my cold heart somewhat enlivened by the spirit of God. 
In Wayne also I found much comfort in holding forti Je- 
SUS unto the people, There is a small Baptist church in 
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£04 Elder Rennel’s Missionary Tour. 


that town having Ephraim Sanford for their minister, |] 
found an encreasing attention among the people during 
my stay. ) 

June 13, crossing the Crooked Lake, Iecame into Pult. 
ney, where God appeared t© be at work by his spirit 
among the people. Itarried about one day only among 
them; preached twice, baptised seven and then took my 
leave. It is expected achurch will arise in that town in 
the course of the season. 

June 15, Lvisited Alfred in Allegany. . The church in 
that place was rather disconsolate, yet steadfast in the 
faith; had an agreeable interview with them for three 
days, and, I helieve I may say, we were all nota little 
comforted. They had been destitute from the time El. 
der Morton left them tn February until I visited them. 
They appeared yery thankful for the assistance they have 
received from the society, and solicit a continuace of like 
favors. From thence I passed through Candor the 6ih 
and 7th towns, 2d range in the Holland Purchase, &c. 
until I came to Nanda where! preached Lordsday, June 
26th. The church inthis townis entirely inactive anc 
broken, by the misconductof some leading members. 

28—-Came to Loon Lake and Cohocton River. Found 
much room for labor, but previous arrangements prevent: 
ed my making much stay among them: 30th, preached 
in the A. M. at brother. Dowd’s in Naples—-In the P. M. 
I preached again in the valley at the head of Hemlock 
Lake. I then went to the water and baptized a daughter 
of brother Dowd’s, about i8 years old, who was enabled 
to put on Christ there in the wilderness. This was4 
spiritual season. Some had not heard a sermormfor years 
before, and some never saw’ baptism administered before. 
God blessing the opportunity. with marks of his peculial 
favor, an impression was made on the minds of the people 
that cannot soon be forgotten. Elder Hosmer visited this 
settlement in 1811, and. preached with them once, whicl 
is all the assistance they have ever before received from 
missionaries. I think they deserve. attention from mis‘ 
sionaries. 

Ithen visited the churches near the foot of the lake: I 
found them in good union, butneeding encouragement— 
Spent the Lord’s-day July 3d, with the people in Vermont 
settlement near Conesas Lake. Then taking my leaye of 








berg 
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‘chem, I returned to my family, July 7th, and, through the 
goodness of God, foundthem in health. I was absent 42 
days, rode 500 miles, preached 41 sermons, baptized 8 
persons, besides attcding several other religious meetings. 
[enjoyed good health of body.and a comfortable frame of 
mind. The people were ready to afford me all necessary 
assistance. Good attention was generally paid to the 
word. 

Upon the whole, brethren, [ can heartily encourage yor 
to persevere in your laudable work; believing that the 
blessing of many ready to perish, will come upon you. 

Farewell. 
From your servant in Christ, 


ALFRED BENNET. 


— ¢ @o-—— 


An Abstract ofa Missionary Tour &c. by John Lawton. 


June 20th 1814. Pursuant to an apppointment, by the 
woard of Directors of the Hamilton Baptist Missionary 
Society, I left my family and friends and proceeded on 
my tour to the westward. I travelled by the head of the 
Cayuga and Seneca Lakes, passing thtough the counties 
of Broome, Cortland, Cayuga, Tiova, Seneca, Steuben, 
Ontario, Genesee and Allegany, endeavouring to preach 
the rospel in all the destitute places through which I pas- 
sed. Wherever 1 went was cordially received and kindly 
entertained. in the town of Cayuta, Tioga county,I spent 
several days. Here I found several professors of the 
Baptist denomination, but who were ina destitute situa- 
tion, and are desirous of assistance in these parts. There 
is a large opening fur missionary Jabors. North of Cayu- 


ta, in the town of Ulysses, I found a destitute settlement 5. 


I preached twice with them and found good attention, 
and earnest desire to hear the word—no. missionary had 
ever visited them but myself. Proceeding on my way I 
came to Br. Peter Powers’sin Pultney. Here I spent 
two days and found good attention to the word, the Lord 
seems in some good degree tobe pouring out his spirit in 
this vicinity: seven were baptized a few days before I 
came, by Elder Bennet. From thence passing through 
Pratsburgh, I visited a smal! settlement called Ricker’s 
settlement, which brou e¢ht to mind the valliesof Piedmont. 
Here are a number of professors who are ina destitute 
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situation, yet they appear desirous to maintain the glorio@; 
cause of the Redeemer, and are adopting measures to 
come into church relation. July 12th, I came to Br. Ja. 
red Barr’s, in Conhocton. This is the place] mentioned 
in my journal of last summer, since which there has been 
a small church erected here, which appears to be in, 
comfortable circumstance. I tarried in this place until 
the Sunday following, preaching every day in different 
places in this vicinity. On the Lord’s day I preached 
twice and attended upon the precious ordnance of Baptism, 
A daughter of Zion submitting to the commands of Christ, 
This was a good day, and indeed, the whole time I contin- 
ued in this place was very agreeable ; the people in gen. 
eral appeared very desirous of hearing the word ; they 
earnestly desire the society to remember them, and grant 
them further assistance, and are wishing to obtain a stat- 
ed minister. From hence I passed on my way travelling 
and preaching daily until the 2Ist, when I arrived at Pitts- 
ford or No. 12. on Genesee River. In this place I enjoy- 
ed a most comfortable time’; the few professors were ani- 
mated, our satisfaction was mutual. Leaving this place 
I returned to Livonia, and passing on through the country, 
preaching daily. Onthe 28th, I came to Br. Kelsy’s, ii 
Nunda on the Holland Purchase, and was really happy in 
finding the comfortable state of mind and contented situa. 
tion of one of the daughters of my late dear friend, Elder 
Hosmer. In this place I was informed there appeared 
some symptoms of an awakening ; two women have lately 
obtained a hope; Br. Philander Kelsey is improving here, 
and at Warsaw. I then proceeded on my way, and on the 
30th came to. Van Campen’s Creek, and the next day 
preached three times toa solemn and apparently affected 
assembly; there seemed evidently a divine pawer attend-, 
ing the word. Onthe following morning, when taking 
leave of the family where I lodged, I never witnessed a 
more affecting scene. It was with great regret that! 

was constrained to leave this place : I trust the Lord was 
there, and- hope that some fruit will be obtained in this 
place. They are very destitute and are desirous of assis- 
tance. I then rode to Br. Bunnei’s,. in Alfred. In this 
place I preached twice, then rode to Ossian and preached 
to the people—a solemn and affecting season—the powe! 
ofthe Lord seemed to be present—many were in. tears: 
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passing from hence I came intoa place called Hemlock | 


Valley inthe town of Naples atthe head of Hemlock 
Lake, where arriving after sunset, the people were notifi- 
edand assembled for meeting; but alas, I had butacold 
yarren season—how mortifying when I reflect on the rea- 
diness of the people to attend. May God supply their 
wants. I then pessedon to Livonia where I tarried three 
or four days, preaching with them and enjoying a comfor- 
table season with the little church. I then returned thro’ 
Naples tothe schoolhouse in Ossian, whereI found a 
crowded assembly to whom I preached with freedom and 
some impressions were visible. I then rodeto Alfred 
where I tarried till the Monday following, preaching in 
diferent places with some degree of freedom. On Sun- 
lay we attended to the celebration of the supper of the 
Lord-—a very agreeable time——a number of persons espe- 
cially youth appeared to be deeply affected. It was the 
largest collection of people ever assembled in this place. 
Ithen leftthis agreeable people on my return homeward ; 
and on the 20th August arrived at my own house having 
been out 62 days—preached 61 times, and travelled about 
700 miles—baptized one person—attended cone commun- 
ion. 


+o 
The German Female Mite Society to the Humilton Bap- 
tist Missionary Society....GREETING. 


Dear Brethren, 


Considering the infinite importance of proclaiming 
he glad tidings of Salvation through a glorious Redeemer 
to dying sinners—believing that faith cometh by hearing 
and hearing by the word of God, and that those who min- 
ister in spiritual things need the aid of temporal things. 
While we view the liberalexertions. of God’s dear children 
both male and female in different parts of the world, desi- 
Ting to give some aid in support of so glorious a cause. 
We wish also to cast into the sacred treasury our little 
mute. With these views we present the society with 


thirty one yards of shirtine, and eleven yards and ahalf of 
‘roadcloth manufactured by ourselves. We hope our lit- 
le pittance may be accepted as we trust it is the product 
ea willine mind—And may the great head of the church 
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crown the exertions of his children every where with suc. 


cess. May rich blessings descend on this missionary society 
—that its light may go forth as alamp that burneth and the 
blessing of souls that were ready to perish, rest upon it 
is the earnest desire and prayer of, dear brethren, your un- 
worthy sisters in the hope of the gospel. 
Signed by order and in behalf of the Society, 
MARY LAWTON, Presidenz: 


German, Feb. 5th, 181-4. 
=D oOo 


The Fabius Female Assistant Missionary Society-to the 
Hamilton Baptist Missionary Society. 


Dearly beloved brethren.in Christ Jesus, 
Believing you to be engaged in the most noble and be- 
nevolent work of favoring the ignorant and desti:ute with 
the preaching of the everlasting gospel; we consider it 
to be our duty and rejoice in it asa _ privilege to contribute 
our mite towards the encouragement and promotion of 
such a glorious undertaking; we therefore present you 
with a few yards of cioth, accompanying our prayers for 
your success. 
ELIZABETH ROOTS, Pres. 
ESTHER CLOUGH, Sec’y. 
Yabius, eb. 28,1814. 





Extract of a letter from a lady in Woodstock, ( Con.) ts 
her friend in Cazenovie. 


Within four weeks there have been six deaths in this 
town. Inthe oldparishthe fever prevails. But while 
God’s judgments are abroad his mercies abound. Sinne!s 
are bowing to the mild sceptre of prince Immanuel. 
In Thompson there have been added to. Elder Crosby's 
church the year past, one hundred and sixteen.  Consid- 
erable additions have been made and continue to be made 


to Elder Grow’s church. About 20 have been united (0 J 


the churchin Hampton. We have had some mercy-drops 
in our church, for which may we be enabled to praise the 
name of God. Elder Angel has baptised nine; other 
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have obtained hope, that have not publicly put on Christ 
by baptism. Last Saturday I went toa general meeting 
at Hampton. We had a very rainy time, but the weather 
did not prevent the presence of our kind Redeemer. We 
had an agreeable interview. [ think it was the best that 
ever I enjoyed. It would have rejoiced your heart to see 
ihe precious youth, who were one year ago engaged in 
the pursuits of vanity, now uniting in praising God and 
telii ing of his goodness to their souls. When we came to 
-it down to commemorate the sufferings of our Redeem- 
er, | was astonished at the goodness of God to fellow man. 
One yearago there were no more young people at our 
communions than could sit in two pews; now nearly one 
half of the communicants are under 34, down to children 
of twelve years. : 
Nothing can be more pleasing to the pious soul, than 
tosee an increase of the Redeemer’s Kingdom ; and es- 
pecially in this day of trouble and rebuke. . But how are 
our souls animated when wenot only perceive that the 
Lord ispouring out his spiritin many places in our land, 
but that a general ardour discovers itself throughout our 
country, for disseminating the light of the glorious gos- 
pel among the heathen. This is the Lord’s doing and itis 
marvelous.In our eyes. 


elecount of the Convention for Foreign Missions. 


The very singular, and pleasing event, which has 
lately occurred in the Christian world, (viz :) Messrs. 
Judson and Rice, Missionaries to the East Indies, 
having embraced the distinguishing sentiments of the 
Baptist denomination, appearing like a Joud eall from 
Jehovah, tothe Baptist Churches in America; the 
Voice is heard, and a fire is kindled and the sacred 
lame bursts forth. Unusual exertions are making to 
meet the important occasion. Numerous societies are 
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formed in almost every part of the United States, for 
the noble purpose of sending forth the joyful sound 
of the Gospel to those lands which have long lain un- 
der the darkness of gloomy night. In order to éon- 
centraic their force, and give increased energy to their 
exertions, those individual societies, appointed dele- 
gates to meet in general conyention, in the city of 
“Philadelphia, May 18th, 1814. On whieh day, del- 
egates from eleven of the United States assembled 
inthat city. And after due deliberation formed a 
constitution, and adopted such measures as appeared 
tothem most eligible. ‘They appointed a board of 
commissioners to transaet business in the recess of 
the convention. Ata meeting of the board, Dr. 
ne a ‘Thomas Baldwin was appointed President, Dr. Hol- 
Le combe, and Dr. William Rogers Vice Presidents.— 
Dr. Staughton Corresponding Secretary; Mr. Wm, 
White Recording Seeretary; Mr. John Cauldwell 
‘Treasurer. 
At a meeting of the board May the 25th, the fol- 


| 
fs lowing resolves were passed, 
Eee 1. Certain communications were made to the board by 
ae the Rev. Mr. Rice, containing remarks on fields for Mis- 
oe 4 sionary labor; together with a statement of the monies he 
y had received and expended on his journey to the southern 








states: on which Resolved—That the Board possess a high 
sense of the zealous, disinterested and faithful services of 
their beloved brother, and feel a lively emotion of grati- 
tude to the Lord, forthe success with which his labors 


have been crowned. Ordered that the communication be 


published. 
2, Resolved, That Mr. Rice be appointed, under the 
patronace of this board. as their Misstonary, to continue 
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his itinerant services,in these United States, fora rea- 
sonable time ; with a view to excite the public mind more 
eenerally, to engage in Missionary exertions ; and to as. 
sist in organizing societies, or institutions, for carrying 
the Missionary design into execution. 

3. On motion, Resolved, That the Rev. Adoniram 
Judson, now in India, be considered as a Missionary un- 
der the care and direction of this Board: of which he 
shall be informed without delay ; That provision be made 
for the support of him and his family accordingly: and 


that one thousand dollars be transmitted to him by the. 


first safe opportunity : Phat the Secretary of the Partic- 
ular Baptist Society, for Missions in England be inform- 
ed of this transaction; and that the Board has assumed 
the pledge given by the Boston Mission Society, to pay 
any bills which may be drawn on them, in consequence of 
alvances they may have made in favor of Mr. and Mrs. 
Judson. 


4, Resolved, That our brother Judson be requested, 
for the present, to pursue his pious labors in such places 
as,in his judgment, may appear most promising ; and 
that he communicate his views of future permanent sta- 
tions to this board as early as he conyeniently can. 


5. Resolved, That the proceedings of the late Con- 
vention, and of this board be communicated to the Bap- 
tis’ Missionary Society in England, and their Missiona- 
vies at Serampore, assuring them thatit is the desire of 
this board to hold an affectionate intercourse with them, 
mn the work of the Lord; that they will ever be grateful 
iorany information which the extensive experience of 
their brethren may enable them to impart on the subject 
of fields for Missionary action, &c. &c. and will derive 
joy from the reflection, that though in these transactions 
their respective seats of council be remote from each 
other, their hearts and aims are harmonious. 


6. Resolved, That asuitable compensation be made to 
our brother Rice for his labors in originating Mission So- 
cleties, and that brethren Rogers, Holcombe and Staugh- 


os be a committee te confer with him, and decide on the 
33b1ect 
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7. Resoived, That the treasurer of this board be re- 
quested to give his bond to the president and his succes. 
sor In office, with one sufficient security in the penal sun: 
of ten thousand dollars. 

8. Resolved, That the Treasurer take the advice of 
the Hon. Judge Tallmadge and John Withington, Esq. 
in cases which respect putting out surplus money, tha’ 















9. Resalved, That a committee be appoint ted to en- ' 

lire into the prachosiitlity of obtaining tne Incorporation 

of P this board ; and that the two vice-presidents and Hon, t 

udge Moulder be that committee. i 

10. The committee appointed for the purpose, having s 

reported certain by-laws for the use of the board, they I 

were taken into consideration, and the following agreed c 

to. ; h 

, Md . . h 

J. This Board shall hold its {rst stated meeting on the é 

first Monday in September ; from which period, its meet: : 

ings of this character shall be held quarterly. . 

II. All payments of money out of the treasury, shall a 

be in pursuance of a resolution of this Board, and upon r 

an order signed by. the President, or, in case of his ab rn 

sence, by one of the Vice-Presidents. r 

III. Monies unappropriated, and notimmediately want a 

ed, shall not be suffered to lie dormant in the treasury; : 

but shall be invested in some public stock, or let out 0) 7 

good security, so as to be rendered productive. 

) in 

‘ Rey. Dr. Batpwin prayed, 0 

and the Board adjourned. pe 

° a... Si 

[By the accounts presented, it appears, that the dificr 2 
ent sotieties have already collected about $4000. | 

_ 1¢ 

ADDRESS. ei 

The GENERAL Convention of the Baptist delegate 


for Missionary frurfioses, assembled in the meeting 
house of the first Bafitist church in Philadelphia, ™ . 
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Wednesday the 18th May, 1814; to their constituents, 
the churches of Jesus Christ, the Ministers of the Gos- 
jel, and the friends of religion in general, present their 
christian love and cordial wishes, 


BELOVED BRETHREN AND FRIENDS, 


In what manner and to what extent it has pleased the 
blessed God, of late, to direct the attention of many among 
us, to the interests of the Redeemer’s Kingdom, some ot 
vou are already sensible, and others will learn from the 
preceding pages. Under the smiles of a propitious Prov- 
idence, a Convention has assembled in Philadelphia, con- 
sisting of delegates from parts of our union, various and 
remote, to devise a plan, and enter into. measures, for 
combining the efforts of our whole denomination, in be- 
half of the millions upon whom the light of evangelic truth 
has never shone. ‘The result of their-serious and aifec- 
tionate consultations, you have an opportunity of perusing. 

Unpromising and disastrous as the present state of our 
world may appear, the period is assuredly approaching, 
and we trust is. not far distant, when the scene shall be 
reversed:.% The crooked shall be made straight, and the 
rouch places plain; and the glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed, and all flesh saall see it together, for the mouth 
ofthe Lord hath spoken it.”” “The meek shall inherit 
the earth, and shall delight themselves in the abundance 
of peace.” “The glory of the Lord” shall arise upon 
Zion. ‘* Mountains’and hills shall break forth inte sing- 
ing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.” 
Our God will “create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and his 
people a joy.”’’ “ The seed shall be prosperous, the vine 
Shall give her fruit, the ground shall give her increase, 
and the heavens shall give their dew.” 

_ For this glorious. period the church has long and anx- 
ously been waiting. For this, thousands ofthe petitions 
of the saints have already been presented by the great 
Mediator before the eternal throne, and thousands more 
are continually ascending. It is a day of glory embraced 


in the tenor of the covenant of promise, and which, as the 
reward of his conflict and sufferings, the Redeemer is 


K 2 
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expecting: a result, to which the revolutions of empire 
and the silent progress of time perpetually verge. 

The agency by which whole nations shall be regeneyg. 
ted hereafter, is the same which takes one of a city and 
two ofa family and brings them to Zion now. The wij. 
versal, moral change, like the erection of the second tem. 
pie, shall be effected, “not by might nor by power,’ but 
by the spirit of the Lord. The promise is recorded, “| 
will pour water upon him thatis thirsty, and floods upon 
the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon thy seed and 
my blessing upon thy offspring.” But assurances of di- 
vine assistance were never designed to discourage human 
endeavours. ‘They diminish not the zeal and the labours 
of Zerubbabel. Paul and. Apollos well knew that the 
‘increase’ must be of God, but this animated,-not retar- 
ced them in the services of planting and watering, In 
many of his mighty works it is the pleasure of Jehovah to 
act alone. Atone he planted the heavens. and laid the 
foundations of the earth. He-asks the aid of no created 
arm when he balances the clouds, directs the thunder or 
arranges the stars. Day and night, summer and winter, 
seed-time and harvest obey no voice but his. But for 
«ffecting the conversion of sinners, sanctify ing their hearts 
and preparing them for the everlasting enjoyment of his 
presence in heaven, he usually acts through the medium 
of instruments. He has commissioned his ministers to 
“eo into all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature.’ Treasurés of grace are introduced into 
‘‘earthen vessels.”” Even the private christian, as well 
as the pastor or teacher, is permitted to enjoy the honor 
of being a “fellow worker with God.’’ The preaching 
of the everlasting gospel “unto them that dwell on the 
earth, and to every nation, kindred, tongue and people,” 
combined with the prayers and liberality of the churches, 
will usher in the day of Babylon’s destruction and the 
zeneral triumphs of holiness and truth. 

To considerations such as these professors of the gos- 
pel have surely attached too little importance. They 
have looked for a harvest without a ‘beed-time: or where 


the necessity of the labours of the spring has been ad- 
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snitted, content with seeing others in the field, they have 
themselves stood “all the day idle.” The industry, the 


privations, the successes of the Missionaries - of. Christ. 


may have excited a languid and transient admiration, but 
ah! how few have ventured. on.their labours: or:imbibed 
their spirit? Who will pretend thatthe zeal of: a Swarts 
ora Vanderkemp, of Marshman, Ward or the Cartes has 
been excessive, beyond what the state of the heathen, the 
honour of Christ or the duty of the. christian demands? 
But, brethren, if theirs be correct, ours has-been deplo» 
rably deficient. ShaH their fervours for the divine hon- 
or exhibit a si 
in ashes? Rather let us profit by their. examples, and 
aspire to their usefulness-and honor: 


The wospel of Christ, above every other system, crigin-- 
a $ ‘ 


ates and sustains a public spirit. -** None of us liveth 
unto himself, none of us dieth unto himself.”” The de- 
signof the obedience and sufferings of Jesus recognizes 
none of those inferior distinctions which divide man 
from man. The gospel secures the salvation of a mul- 
tiude “*which ne man can number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and .tongues.’’ It presents a sove+ 
reign remedy for all the diseases which awakened sinners 
ofevery rank, and of every clime, feel and deplore. The 
Apostle of the Gentiles longed and toiled for the salva- 
tion of his countrymen, but he also travelled from prove 
ince to province, from Jerusalem to INyricum, publish- 
ing salvation through a. Mediator’s name. ' What advan 
tages soever particular fields for missionary efforts may 
exhibit, the disciple. of Jesus will contemplate the whole 
world as a scene demanding his sympathy and his prayers, 
iis zeal and his contributions.. Four-hundred millions of 
our fellow creatures spread over the countries of Hindos+ 
tan, Siam, Tartary, China and its neighboring islands, 
various parts of Africa, America, and the isles of the Pa- 


inc Qcean are involved in the darkness of Paganism... 


Their idolatry.is associated with customs, absurd, sane 
sulnary and obscene. The female character is sunk’in 
Servility and wretchedness. Millions in Europe, Africa 
nd Asia are reve ring the Arabian impostor as a messen- 
ger from God, and the Koran as their guide to Paradise. 


steady and sacred flame, and ours slumber - 
the 
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‘Ten millions of our race are Jews, scattered throughout 
every nation, and every where resting in their Law and 
rejecting the Messiah. In many. sections of our globe, 
where Christianity is publicly professed, it has been s9 
mixed with vain superstitions, its. doctrines so misinter. 
preted, its duties so mistaken, and the means:by which it 
has been propagated and maintained, so repugnant to its 
pure and gentle spirit, that even Christendom itself pre. 
sents scenes for pious exertion, which for ignorance and 
misery, are in heathen regions scarcely exceeded. 

Who can contemplate the prospect our world presents 
without exclaiming “‘ mine eye affecteth my heart?” The 
soul of a ‘Tartar, or a Hindoo, of an Indianora. Mussul- 
man is as wonderful a faculty, as immaterial-and immor. 
tal as the soul of a Christian. Itis.as susceptible as his, 
of hope and fear, of extacy and: anguish: but alas ! it is 
dead in trespasses and sins, destitute of the light of rey- 
elation and in danger of eternal fire: ‘ for as many as 
have sinned without the law, shall perish also without the 
Jaw.’’ Werecircumstances reversed ; were we in moral 
darkness and the pagan world enjoying the light of Hife, 
self-love would instantly suggest to us the benevolent du- 
ties which it would become them to discharge. Those 
very duties are oumown. The holy men who saw ou 
fore-fathers prostrating themselves. before the shrines of 
a Woden or a Thor,and who exhorted them to turn from 
idols to serve the living and the true God, have left usin 
their-toils an example of duty and in their successes en: 
couragement for our liveliest hopes. 

Within the last few years, it has pleased the good 
spirit of our Ged to awaken m his churches a serious 
concern for the diffusion of the Savior’s cause. Numet 
ous, and in some. instances large associations of Chris 
tians have been formed for the purpose : considerable 
sums of money have been collected: bibles and rel: 
gious tracts are extensively and gratuitously. circulating, 
and the hope which thousands cherish, that the glory of 
the latter days isat hand, is-as operative as it is joyous— 
The blessing which has succeeded the efforts of our de 
nomination in India, demands our gratitude. Ina fe¥ 
years, the word of life will probably be translated into 2 
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‘he languages of the East. The change of sentiment 
relative tothe subject of baptism that has lately occur- 
edin the minds of two respectable characters, who were 
sent out as Missionaries, by another denomination of our 
Christian brethren, appears to. have been ef the Lord and 
jesigned asa means of exciting the attention of our 
churches to foreign Missions. The engagedness of.these 
worthy brethren in the work of the Lord continues.— 
They look to us for aid, are actually under our care, and 
have an undoubted claim to owr united and firm support. 
One of them is about to travel through different parts of 
the Union with a view of increasing the number of Mis- 
sionary establishments... We anticipate with pleasure, 
your zealous co-operation. The brevity of life, the val- 
ue of immortal souls, the obligations under which divine 
mercy has laid us, our past inactivity, the facility with 
which the great work may be effected, the excellent ten- 
dency of the spirit for Foreign Missions in multiplying 
Missions at home, the examples of other Christian per- 
suastons, and the incalculable blessings. that may follow 
our endeavors, form a body. of motive which we hope 
will kindle inmany of our youth an ardent desire to en- 
ter on Missionary services, and in you the holy resolu. 
tion to minister of your abundance to all.who shall go 
forth in the name of the Lord. 

But, while we call your attention to the spread of evan- 
gelic truth, we would impress. on your minds that many 
other and mostimportant advantages. may arise to the in~ 

terests of Christ among us from our acting as, societies 
and on the more extended scale of a Convention, in de- 
lightfulunion. The independence of the churches, we 
trust will ever among us, be steadfastly maintained; but 
with this, as cney. are entirely voluntary, the holy combt- 
nations we wish for, can never interfere. My it not a fact 
that our churches are ignorant of each other toa lament- 
able degree ? But for the labors of one or ie o individuals 
it is proba ble that whole Associations might have aitem- | 

bled in different parts of our Union without being known 
or knowing that others existed. We have “ one Lord,. 


one faith, one baptism,” why should our ignorance of each 
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other continue ? Why preventus from uniting in one 
common effort for the glory of the Son of God? At the 
present convention the sight of brethren who had never 
met each other before, and ‘who a few months before ney. 
er expected to meet on earth, afforded mutual and uni. 
erable pleasure. It was as if the first interview of 
Heaven had been anticipated. 

The efforts of the present convention have been direct. 
ed chiefly to the establishment of a Foreign Mission ; but, 
itis expected that when the general concert of their 7 
brethren and sufficient contributions toa common fund 







tte! 
Tl 






shall furnish them with proper instruction and adequate “2 
means, the promotion of the interests of the churches at 
home will enter into the deliberations of future meetings, gi 

Itis deeply to be regretted that no more attentionis ME’ 
paid to the improvement of the minds of pious youth who «: 
are called tothe Gospel ministry. While this is neglect- 4 
ed the cause of God must suffer. Within the last fifty ¥ 


years, by the diffusion of knowledge and attention to liber. H™ , 


al science the state of society has become considerably el- ‘ 
. ; / : ° MCI 
evated. Itis certainly desirable the information of, the 
minister of the sanctuary should increase in an equal pro- a 
portion. Other denominations are directing their atten- % 
tion with signal ardor to the instruction of their youth for * 


this purpose. They are assisting them to peruse the 
sacred writings in their original languages, and supplying . 
other aids for pulpit services, which, through the grace of 


the Holy Spirit may become eminently sanctified for the 4 
general good. While we avow our belief that a refined or 
liberal education is not an indispensable qualification for ‘. 
ministerial service, let us never lose sight of its real im- * 
portance, but labor to help our young men by our contri- 
butions, by the origination of education societies, andif .,. 
possible, by. a general theological seminary, where some J 
at least, may obtain all the advantage, which learning and 
mature studies can afford, to qualify for acting the part of a 
men who are set for the defence of the Gospel. Improve- \ 
ment of this nature will contribute to roll away from the ' 
churches the reproach of neglecting to support the minis- « 
try of the word. They will be unwilling to receive for 9, 


nothing that which has cost their ministers much. 


* 








Baptist Mission in India. 


Finally brethren, “ beye steadfast, immoveable, always 
bounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 
hat your labor is not in vain in the ‘Lord. fe 


RiCHARD FURMAN, President. 


ttest, 
THOMAS BALDWIN, Secretary. 

BAPTIST MISSION IN INDIA. 
The 25th Number of the Periodical accounts of the 
aptist Missionary Society, which brings down the his- 
ry of the Mission to the close of the year 1812, has just 


ached us. It is prefaced by some obaervations of the 
yummittee, which serve to give a comprehensive view of 
s progress since the close of the year 1809. At that 
riod there were six stations, containing 191 members; 
the close of 1812 there were twelve stations, and about 
00 members. The main part of what has been done in 
alcutta, has been done tn these three years. By circu- 
ting the Scriptures in the native languages, by preach- 
bg, and by the establishment of a large school, on Lan- 
ster’s medel, a strong impression has been made on 
at city. During this period, not less than 160 persons 
ave been baptized at Calcutta and Serampore:—a mis- 
on has been planted in Orissa, the seat of Juggernauth, 
here not only have the. Scriptures, in the language of 
le country, been liberally distributed, even in the pre- 
ucts of the temple, but the Gospel has been diligently 
reached, anda church formed of between thirty and for- 

ymembers:-—the church in Jessore has increased from 
urty to eighty members :—the Gospel has been preach- 
', and churches formed at Bheerboom, Agra, Digah, 
atna and Dacca :—the word of God has been intredu- 
d into the Mahratta COURIREs where many are reading 
with apparent effect :-—and three new stations have 


en occupied, viz. Colun nbo, Chittagong, and Bombay. 


We proceed to make some extracts from the Period- 
al Aechucds themselves. 
. Serampor ‘e and Calcutta. —Fifty-nine have been added 


this church, the greater part of whom are natives of 
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India of various religions.’”’? “ The scriptures and scrip. 
ture tracts in various lanruages have been largely distrib. 
uted by the members of the church ameng their neigh. 
bors, their servants, and the strangers from various parts 
of India.”’ “Several of the younger members of the. 
church have applied to the study of the Bengalee, Na. 
gree, and Persian characters, to enable them to read the 
New Testament to their servants and neighbors.” “ The 
Benevolent Institution for the instruction of poor chil. 
dren, has been this year extended to girls, who, with the 

oys in a distinct apartment, amount to upwards of 300.” 
‘ A building, during this year, has been erected near the 
chapel, which will contain 800 children.” 

The impression made on the neighborhood by the con- 
duct of the Missionaries, and the quiet manner in which 
they are heard by the natives, will appear by the following 
account of one of their excursions:—“On January 234, 
in the evening, the brethrén Marshman and Ward went 
to Ishra.. The people in the bazar kindly accommodated 
them with seats ; and neary fifty sat down around then, 
to whom they read and expounded the Ten Command: 
ments, asking the people which of them they theught e- 
vil or- unjust. They answered, ‘None; they were all 
rood.” The tree then, said they, must be good from 
whence all these branches come; and proceeded to shew 
them how every man by nature was averse from these 
righteous commandments, and of course from the Goi 
who gave them: which state of mind must be a state oi 
wickedness, and of the utmost danger. They then shew: 
ed them how Jesus Christ came into the world to deliv 
er men both from the guilt and the dominion of sin; and 
that their errand into this country was whelly to bring 
a message of love, to make known these glad tidings t0 
them, and beg them to come to Christ and share the bles- 
sings which they themselves enjoyed, appealing to them 
whether, in the twelve years they had resided so neat 
them, any thing had appeared in their conduct which 
could lead them to deem them enemies instead of friends: 
They answered, ‘No;’ and seemed extremely attentiv® 
to the discourse.” : 
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Feb. 23,1812. ‘In the afternoon,” observes one of 


the Missionaries, ‘* I renewed my visit to the once hard- 
ened prisoners in the house of correction. The women 
here are but little interested; but the men, both old and 
young, Hindoos and Mussulmen, when I compared their 
conduct towards God to that of the prodigal, and set forth 
his long-suffering and mercy through the Son of his love, 
were so affected that both they and myself found it a 
painful task to part. They followed me as far as they 
could, and when we parted it was with tears. One of the 
seapoys on the guard, a Hindoost’hanee man, told me 
with tears also, that though I had spoken in Benvalce the 
words had pierced his heart. During my address an in- 
quisitive Hindoo interrupted me by askie where our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the new Savior that I had declared to 
them, had been for so long a time, that he had only now 
heard of him ? I told him that the Savior I preached, was 
no new Savior, but the only one appointed of God, even 
that God against whom we had sinned; and that to him 
alone all the ends of the earth are exhorted to look and 
be saved. If he then, said he, be a Savior for all the 
world, how is it that the Europeans, who appear to have 
had him revealed to them, did not all this time make him 
known to us? I told him, this did not lessen the truth of 
my assertion; for that all the Europeans whom he saw in 
India were not Christians.” 

March 1t. The Missionaries having heard that at 
Chagda, about twenty-four miles from Serampore, a large 
concourse of people would be assembled, sent thither 
Jonathan Carey, with the native converts Deepchund and 
Vikoontha. They arrived there the next morning at sev- 
en. “Here,” the itinerants observed, “a spectacle was 
exhibited which we seldom witness. The river, which 
at this place is about three quarters of a mile wide, was 
covered with men, women, and children, nearly to the 
middle of the stream. In one place was a Brahmun and 
his train of followers, dipping themselves with the rreat- 
est devotion inthe sacred stream; in another, a mother 
Was seen dragging her shivering child into the river; in 
another, a Gooroo instructing his disciples in the rites 
and ceremonies practised on these occasions; in short, 
‘very one, from the grey head to the youth scarcely yers- 
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ed in idolatrous ceremonies, rich and poor; Brahmuns and 
Shoodrus, all seemed intent on the same object. The im. 
mense crowds which thronged the shore seemed like a 
forest of heads. Some had travelled journeys of several 
days ; some had come from Chittagong, others from 0. 
rissa, and from other parts of the country not less than a 
hundred miles distant. About seven in the morning we 
went out, and Deepchund began to speak to-the people; 
but so great was the press that we were obliged to climb 
a boat which lay on the shore with its bottom upwards; 
from which place we declared to them the inefficacy of 
the act they were then performing to remove their sins, 
and pointed them to the Lamb of God. The people lis- 
tened’ with the greatest attention. After preaching for 
more than an hour, we brought from our own boat a num- 
ber of scripture-tracts, but we were again obliged to as- 
eend the boat, where the pecple followed us, clambering 
up the sides till the boat itself was covered with the 
crowd, all eager to obtain books. Thinking our situation 
unsafe, on account of the pressure of the crowd, we retired 
to our own boat; but there also the people followed us for 
books; some up to their necks in water; some even 
swam to the boat, and having obtained pamphlets, swam 
again to the shore. After resting a few minutes, we land- 
ed a little way higher up, and ascending a small hillock, 
where a large number soon sutfrounded us, we again de- 
clared the truths of the Gospel. A young Brahmun, who 
said he was acquainted with Mr. Carey, raised a shout a- 
mong the people, crying out Hurtbul,* which was soon 
yociferated by the whole crowd, so that all our efforts to 
be heard were ineffectual. The noise having in some 
measure subsided, we resumed our discourse. At length, 
Vikoont*ha discovered some people from his native vil- 
lage, whom he addressed for more than an hour; after 
which a Brahmun, whose house jay at the entrance Into 
the town of Chagda, entreated us to come and explain 
this new doctrine. We went, and hither a crowd follow- 
ed us, to whom we explained our message. During the 


discourse, a lewd Brahmzn came up, and, insulting US 


said, that if we would bestow upon him the means ° 
gratifying his lewd desires, he would become our disciple: 


*A sert of huzza! as—Great is Diana of the Ephesians. 
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Upon this, the Brahmun who had invited us took up the 
matter, upbraided him for uttering such vile sentiments, 
and continued. disputing with him for a considerable time: 
I] was glad to observe, that the people seemed to exult at 
his being put to shame. Having unanimously driven 
him away, they entreated us to proceed. After preach- 
ing for a long time, we distributed a number of tracts, 
which the people received with the greatest eagerness 
From hence we went to the market, and from thence to 
a place where two robbers were hung in chains: here the 
people’s attention was drawn off from our discourse, by 
a number of lewd fellows; and night coming on, we ree 
turned to the boat. In our way, we beheld a most gratify- 
ing spectacle: a number of people were sitting under a 
tree, growing close to an old temple in ruins, dedicated 
to Shiva; and in the midst of them, a Brahman who had 
obtained a pamphlet, was explaining its contents to the at- 
tentive crowd. I could not help stopping to contemplate 
this scene fora moment :—one of these ‘images of the 
divinity,’ with a poita hung round his neck, and who had 
just been bathing with the rest of the people in the sacred 
stream, and from whose lips nething had ever proceeded 
but the praises of the gods, at the very door of the tem- 
ple too, within whose walls he perhaps had been accus- 
tomed to pay his idolatrous adorations, and from which 
very likely he had all his life received his maintenance— 
this man become an unwitting teacher of the Gospel! 
‘This sight was so new and cheering, that it compensated 
for allour trouble. Returning through the bazar, we saw 
aman who had been disappointed in obtaining a pamph- 
let, buying a book of a boy who had received it from us 
gratis. On the whole, considering the vast concourse of 
people, we have reason to bless God for what was done; 
some thousands of Scripture-tracts were distributed, ma- 
hy of them to people who had come more than ten days’ 
Journey, and who will carry them back into their own 
country ; so that though they went to Chagde to worship 
a river, they may have found Him who is the pearl of 
great price ; and perhaps others also may become inclin- 
ed to read these pamphlets, and may be converted. Night 
coming-on, and all our stores being exhausted, we took 
our leave, and arrived at Serampore on Friday night, 
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where we learned that the printing office had been consu. 
med two days before.’’ : 

We have frequently had occasion to notice the man- 
ner in which many of the Hindoos, without becoming 
Christians begin to be detached from their native super. 
stitions, and to form sects founded on the renunciation of 
cast under some gooroo, or teacher, to whom they attach 
themselves. Kreeshnoo, one of the converted Hindoos, 
and a zealous preacher of Christianity, was sent,in conse. 
quence of a request from some people of this description, 
to a place at some distance, called Ugrudweepa, to con- 
fer with their head gooroo. “In the evening,’’ says 
Kreeshnoo, “I went tothe house of the Aead goorec. He 
receiyed me with much affection, and made me sit on the 
same seat with himself, declaring that he had wished te 
see mec, and to hear of the faith of Christ. I read to him 
and explained the 5th chapter of Matthew, with which he 
was much pleased. He said, he was sure that this was 
the true religion, and that-he would join us. He had 
separated, he added, from the idolaters around him, and 
wished to follow the true rcligion; but they were not of 
his mind: they persecuted and beat him; Dut still he was 
resolyed to become the disciple of Christ. “The cast 
(said he) is not of God: I will, therefore, follow the Lord 
with you; for with’you are all casts, Englishmen, Mus- 
sulmans, and Hindoos.’’ At night, about thirty of his dis- 
ciples, brahmuns, rajpoots, weavers, gardeners, &c. all 
ate together. He desired me to sit amongst them, and 
partake of the repast, which I did; and we praised God 
while partaking of this love-feast. 

After we had eaten, the head gooroo forbade Mohun- 
mookhooja to invest his son with the poita, and the wile 
Rasoo to give her sons in marriage amongst the idolaters. 
To a man present, whose name was Bhola-nat’ha, he said, 
‘We will no longer preserve the distinctions of cast, but 
seek to possess the true religion, in which there is no cast. 
Come, letus walk in the true way ; let us delay no longer.’ 
His disciples all desired instractions from hin, and assu- 
red him of a ready obedience. ‘To me he said, ‘I will con- 
sult with my disciples, come to you, and complete the 
work; for I assuredly know that there is one God, one fr: 


ligion, one Savior, and no mere.” 
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On this occurrence the Missionaries remark: “It is a 
fact which has frequently been adverted to in the progress 
of our mission, that large bodies. of Hindoos have gone oft 
from the ancient forms of idolatry, and formed different 
sects. among themselves: these persons have generally 
been opposed to the brahmuns; but, from fear of the con- 
sequences attending the loss of cast, have in some meas- 
ure concealed their opinion, and paid a deference in public 
to the distinction ofcast, though in private they have lived 
in the constant practice of violating its rules. These sects 
have embraced discordant opinions, though in many points 
they agree. They all profess a great reverence for their 
spiritual guides, and are strongly inclined to a hospitable 
and friendly mixture of all casts. Many of them have 
drawn their opinions from that part of the ancient Hindoo 
philosophy, which teaches. a contempt of the world, and 
holds up to admiration the principles of abstraction, bodi- 
ly austerities, a rejection of ceremonies, and a devotion 
founded on faith in the object of their worship. 

“This schism having thus turnedthe minds of many 
from the brahmuns, as a body tothe particular religious 
cuides under which they have ranged themselves, has open- 
eda wide door for the entrance of the Gospel. In Jessore, 
Burdwan,and other parts of Bengal, these religious guides 
are numerous ; but are now unable to keep their disciples 
faithful to them. Having rejected the authority of the 
brahmuns, they have began to push their inquiries farther ; 
and every now and then these persons will acknowledge 
thatthey never found the true goorco, till they heard of 
Cirist, nor the true way to heaven till they heard of the 
Gospel.”’ 

. After stating at least twenty different places in Calcut- 
ta, at which, in the course of each week, there is preach- 
Ing regularly by the Native Converts, the Missionarics 
observe, that onc of them, Sebukran, preaches also often to 
the heathen in the streets and highways, and describes the 
change in the minds of many as very great. “Our aged 
brother Vrindavuna, lately came from Agra, was astonish- 
ed to see people of different casts, and Brahmins amon 
the rest, come into the house of Sebukran, converse freely, 
drink Water, andsmoke with him, without the least hesit- 
ation.” On — occasion, they obseryes Without ° 
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exciting the least agitation of the passions, the Scriptures, 
and other iruits of the press, are producing a slow but rea} 
change in the reasonings and moral feelings of this peo. 
ple.” In various parts the leaven is diffusing its influ. 
ence, and the light from heaven enters the idolatrous tem. 
ple, and the mud cottage of the Hindoo.” : 

‘* We would not, however, wish our friends to suppose 
from hence that we expect any immediate general change 
among the great body of the Hindoos; but we observe 
with pleasure, the slow and silent, but sure progress of 
knowledge. Atfirst the Hindoos regarded us only as so. 
many barbarians, without manners and without religion; 
many now, from a variety of circumstances, but especially 
from seeing the Bible issuing from the press in so many 
languages, begin to think that some good may come out 
of Nazareth, and that something more than worldly policy 
may be ouraim. This appearsto be the present state of 
things, as it respects the influence of the Gospel on those 
places where it has been mast published; but a vast por- 
tion of the population is yet te be informed, that there are 
<-ood tidings from heaven for the children of men.” 

At Dinagepore, five natives had been baptized; and at. 
Goamailty, much had been done in forming schools for the 
instruction of youth. “The schools,” it is said, “increase 
rapidly. The school at Bholahaut has increased to about 
fifty boys; that at Muhes-poora, to about sixty-four; that 
at English-bazar, to thirty-nine; and that at Malda, to thir- 
ty-seven. They increase so rapidly at Bhola-haut and at 
Muhes-poora, that we have been obliged to. refuse several 
children, as the rooms will not conveniently hold more 
than the presentnumber. Will you be so kind as to in- 
form me whether I may increase the buildings? The chil- 
dren come on greatly to my satisfaction. They read the 
Scriptures fluently, and commit passages from the Scrip- 
ture to memory with great avidity.” 

( Zo be continued.) 
—24+o--. 
Sanguinary effects.of Pagan Superstition. 

A poor wretch, destined to be burnt on the funeral pile 
with the dead body of her husband, took occasion to disen- 
gace herself from the corpse, and fly to a neighboring. 
thicket ; but it being discovered there was but one body 
























— —<— | ~—-s , - _—_ - 





Rev. Mr. Neweil’s Leiter... 427 


on the pile, she was sought after, and brought back tothe 
barbarous sacrifice from which her agonies had driven her; 
and, dreadful to relate, her own son was foremost to force 
her back to this horrible immolation.. She entreated to 
be excused ; but so strong was the influence of cast, that 
the very son forced back his mother tothe pile from which 
she. had escaped, exclaiming that he er she should die ; 
and, aided by the ministers of this pure and holy religion, 
he bound his own mother hand and foot, and threw her on 
the pile on which she was: burnt to death ! Now, this was 
not amere chimerical speculation: it was a well-attested 


fact, and one of many that were within the knowledge of 


living witnesses. 


2 ED © Qn: 


Letter from Mr. Newell. 


Since the foregoing extracts were in type, a letter lias 
been received from Mr. Newell by Mrs. Atwood of Hav- 
erhill, (Mass.) the mother of Mrs. Newell. We have 
obtained leave to publish such extracts, as will exhibit the 
closing scene of this excellent and promising woman’s. 
life—[ Ed. Panofiist. | 


“. Port Lowis, ( Isle of France, ) Dee. 10, 1812. 
“ My dear Mother, 


On account of the unhappy war between us and Eng-. 


land, it is probable I shall have no opportunity for a long 
time of sending directly to America. I enclose this letter. 


to Joseph Hardcastle, Esq. of London, depending on his. 
benevolence to pay the postage at the general Post Office. 


there, without which it would not be forwarded.. I beg 
your particular attention to this circumstance, because it 


is the reason why my letteris not longer, and also the rea-. 


son why I do not write to. my other friends. You will ob- 


lige me by informing my. friends of this ; particularly: 


Drs. Woods, Griffin, and Worcester. 
“When I sit down to address vou, my dear mother, 


from this distant land, to mea land of strangers anda place. 


of exile, a thousand tender thoughts arise in my mind, 


and naturally suggest such inquiries as these. How is it: 


how with that dear woman, to whom ] am indebted for 
My greatest earthly blessing—the mother of my dear 
Harriet ? And mine too, (for I must claim the priyilege 
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of considering you as my own dear mother.) Does the caz. 
die of the Lord still shine on her tabernacle, and is the 
voice of joy and praise still heard in-her dwelling? Or what 
is not improbable, in this world of disappointmet, has some 
new affliction, the death perhaps of a dear child or, of some 
other beloved friend, caused her heart again to bleed, and 
her tears to flow? Ah! my mother, though we may 
live many years and see good in them al], yet let us remem- 
ber the days,of darkness, for they too will be many. Itis 
decreed. by Infinite Wisdom alone, that through much 
tribulation. we must enter into the kingdom of Heaven.— 
You, my dear mother, have had your share of adversity 
and I too have had mine.. But we will not complain.— 
Sanctified afflictions are the choicest favors of Heaven. 
They cure us of ourvainand foolish expectations from the 
world, and teach our thoughts and affections to ascend and 
fix on joys that Hever die. I never longed so much to see 
you as I have these several days past. What would [I 
now give to sit, one hour by that dear fire side, where | 
have tasted the most unalloyed pleasure that the earth 
affords, and recount toyou, and the dear children, the per- 
ils, the toils, and sufferings, through which [ have passed 
since I left iny native land.. In this happy circle I should 
for a moment forget : 

* Yes, my dear friends, I would tell you how God has 
disappointed our favorite schemes, and blasted our hopes 
of preaching Christ in India, and has sent us all away. 
from that extensive field of usefulness, with an intimation 
that He has nothing for us to do there, while He has suf- 
fered others to enter ib and reap the harvest. I.would tell 
you how He has visited ws all with sickness, and how he has. 
afflicted me in particular by taking away the dear little 
babe which He gaye us, the child of our prayers, of our 
hopes, of our tears. I would tell you—but O, shall I tell 
it or forbear | 

“ Have courage, my mother, God wiil support you ule 
der this trial; though it may forat me cause your very 
heart to bleed. Come, then, Ict us mingle cur grie's and 
weep together; for she was dear tous both; and she too 1s 
gone. Yes,Harriet,your lovely daughter 1s gone, and you 
will see her face no more ! Harriet, my own cear Harriet 
the wife of my youth and the desire of my eyes, has bid 
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mea last farewell, and left meto mourn and weep; Yes, 
she is gone. I wiped the cold sweat of death from 
her pale emaciated face, while we travelled togeth- 
er down to the entrance of the dark valley. 
There she took her upward flight andI saw her ascend 
+o the mansions of the blessed ! Oh Harriet, Harriet, for 
thou wast very dearto me. Thy last sigh tore my heart 
asunder and dissolved the charm which tied me to earth. 
But I must hasten to give you a more particular ac- 
count of the repeated afflictions with which God has 


visited me. 





“ Harriet enjoyed good health from the time we left 


you, until we embarked on our voyage from Calcutta to 
the Isle of France; (excepting those complaints which 
are common to females in her situation.) During the 
week previous to our sailing for this place, she went thro’ 
much fatigue in making numerous calls on those dear 
friends in Calcutta, who were anxious to see her, and who 
kindly furnished her with a large supply of those little 
things which she soon expected to want, and which on 
account of her succeeding illness, she would not have 
been able to prepare on the voyage. The fatigue of ri- 
ding in a palankeen, in that unhealthy place, threw her in- 
toafever, which commenced the day after we were on 
board. She was confined about a week to her couch, but 
afterward recovered and enjoyed pretty good health. We 
left Calcutta on the 4th of August, but on account of con- 
trary winds and bad weather, we were driven about inthe 
bay of Bengal without making much progress during the 
whole of that month. On or about the 27thit was discov- 
ered that the vessel had sprung a leak; and, on the 30th 
the leak had encreased to such an alarming degree, as to 
render our situation extremely perilous. A consultation 
of the officers was called, and it was determined to put 
about immediately, and make the nearest port, which was 
Coringa, a smali town on the Coromandel coast, about 60 
miles south of Vizigapatam. We got safe into port on 
Saturday, Sept. 5th. ‘The vessel was found to be ina 
very bad case.” 


as folrge cumstances of her death are related with great tenderness—hé then proceeds 
3, 


yi There, my dear mother, I have finished the story of 
Harriet’s sufferings, Let us turn from the tale of woe to 
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a brighter scene; one that will gladden your heart ay; 
am sure it does mine. During this long series of suffer 
ings, the-bare recital of which must affect every fecling 
heart, she meekly yielded to the will of her Heavenly Fa. 
ther, without one murmuring word. ‘“ My wicked heart,” 
she writes, “ is inclined to think it hard, that’'T should suf. 
fer such fatigue and hardship. I sinfully envy those whose 
lot it is to live in tranquility on land. Happy people! 
Ye know not the: toils and trials of voyagers across the 
roughand stormy deep» Oh, fora little Fadian’ hut og 


Jand—But hush my warring passions, it is fer Jesus who 


sacrificed the joys of his Father’s kingdom, and expired 
on across to redecema fallen world that thus I wander 
from place to place and feel no where at home. How 
reviving the thought! How great the consolation it 
yields to my sinking heart! I will cherish it;and- yet be 
happy.” | 

“ In view of those sufferings ‘which she afterwards ex: 
perienced, she writes thus: “ I hope-to reach the place 
of our destination im good health. © But [ feel no anxiety 
abeut that. 1 knowthat»God orders cvyery thing in the 
best possible manner. If he-so orders‘events, that J shall 
suffer pain and sickness on the stormy ocean, without a 
female friend, exposed to the greatest inconveniences, 
shall I think hedealshardly with me? Ohno. Let the 
severest trials and disafipointments fall to my lot, guilty 
and weak as [ am, yet] think I can rejoice in the Lord; 
and joy inthe God of my salvation.”’ 

“In the first part of the sickness, which succeeded the 
birth of our babe, she had some doubts, which: occasional: 
ly interrupted her spiritual comfort; but they were soon 
removed, and her mind was filled with that peace of God 
which passeth-all understanding.’”” When-} asked her, 4 
few days before shedied, if she had any remaining doubts 
respecting her spiritual state, she answered with an empha 
sis, that she had none. During the whole of her sick- 
ness she talked in the most: familiar manner, and with 
great delight, of death and the glory that was to follow— 
When Dr. Burke one day told her, those were gloomy 


thoughts, she had better get rid of them, she replied, that 


on the contrary they were to her cheering and joyful be- 
yond what she could express. When I attempted to per 
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guade her that she would recover (which I fondly hoped,) 
i+ seemed to strike her like a disappointment. She would 
say, ‘¢ You ought rather to pray that I may depart, that 
| may be perfectly free from sin, and be where God is.” 

« Her mind was from day to day filled with the. most 
comforting and delightful views of the character of God 
and Christ. She often requested me te talk to her on 
these interesting subjects. She told me that her thoughts 
were so much confused, and her mind so much weakened, 
by the distress of body she had suffered; that she found 
it dificult steadily to pursue a train of thought on Di- 
yine things, but that she continually looked to God and 
passively rested on him. She often spoke of ‘meeting 
her friends in Heaven. ‘‘ Perhaps,” said she, “ my dear 
mother has gone before me to Heaven, and as soon as I 
jeave this body I shall find mysel. withher.’? Atanother 
time she said, “ We often talk of meeting our friends. in 
Heaven; but what would Heaven be with all our friends 
if God were not there.” 

She longed exceedingly for the brethren to arrive from 
Jadia, that we might form ourselves into a church, and 
celebrate the dying love of Jesus once more before she 
died. Her desires to enjoy the benefit of this ordinance 
were so streng, and our situation so neculfar, that I tho’t 
adeviation from the usage of our churches in this in- 
stance would be justifiable, and accordingly on the last 
Sabbath in November, the day before she died; I gave 
herthe symbols of the body and blood of our Lord ; and 
Itmust it was a comfortable season to us both. 

“A few days before she died, after one of those distres- 
sing turns of coughing and raising phlegm, which so rap- 
idly wasted her strength, she called me to come and set 
on the bed beside her and receive her dying message to 
her friends. She observed that her streangth was quite 
‘xhausted, and she could say only afew words; but feared 
she should not have another opportunity. Fell my dear 
mother,” said she, “ how much Harriet loved her. Tell 
her to look to God and keep near to Him, and He will 
Support and comfort her in all her trials. I shall meet her 
in Heaven, for surely she is one of the dear children of 
God.” She then turned to her brothers and. sisters.— 
Tellthem,"’ said she, ‘from the lips of their dying sister; 
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that there is nothing but religion worth living for. Oh, 
exhort them to attend immediately to the care of thei; 
precious immortal souls. Tell them not to delay repent. 
ance. The eldest of them will be anxious to know how] 
now feel with respect to missions. Tell them, and also 
my dear mother, that I have never regreted leaving my 
native land for the cause of Christ. Let my dear broth. 
ers know, thatI love them to the last. I[hopeto mee 
them in Heaven; but O,if I should not’’—Here the tears 
burst from her eyes, and, her sobs of grief at the thought 
of an eternal separation expressed the feelings that were 
too big for utterance. After she had recovered a little 
from the shock, which these strong emotions had given to 
her whole frame, she attempted to speak of several other 
friends, but was obliged to sum up all she had to say in 
«& Love and an affectionate farewell tothem all.” Within 
a day ortwo of her death, such conversation as the fol- 
lowing passed between us. 

“ Shouid you not be willing to recover, and live a while 
longer here ?” 

“ On some accounts it would be desirable. I wish to 
do something fur God beforeI die. But the experience! 
have hadof the deceitfulness of my heart leads me to 
expect, that if Ishould recover, my future life would be 
much the same as my past has been, and I long to be per- 
fectly free from sin. God has called me away before we 
have entered on the work of the mission ; but the case of 
David affords me comfort; I have had itin my _ heart to 
do what I could for the heathen and I hope God will accept 
me.”’ 

«‘ But what shail Ido when you are gone? How can! 
bear the separation. 

«© Jesus will be your best friend, and our separation will 
be short. We shall soon, very soon, meet in a bettet 
world ; if I thought we should not, it would be painfu: 
indeed to part with you.”’ 

“ How does your past life appear to you now ?”’ ; 

“ Bad enough ; but that only makes the grace of Chris: 
appear the more glorious. 
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My beauty are,my heavenly dress ; 
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Mid'st flaming worlds in these array’d, 
With joy shall I lift upfimy head.” 


«When I told her that she could not live through the next 
day, she replied, ** Oh, joyful news ; I long to depart,”— 
Sometime after, I asked her, “ How does death appear to 
younew?” She replied, “ Glorious; truly welcome.” Du- 
ring Sabbath night she seemed to be a litthe wandering, 
but the next morning she had her recollection perfectly. 
AsI stood by her,1 asked ifshe knew me. At first she made 
noanswer. I said to her again, ‘* My dear Harriet, do you 
know whoTam.” My dear Mr. Newell, my husband,” 
was the reply: but in broken accents and a voice faltering 
in death.” 

“ The last words which I remember, and which, I 
think, were the last she uttered relative to her departure, 
were these—* The pains, the proans, the dying strife.” 
“ How long, O Lord, how long!” 

“But I must stop; for] have already exceeded the bounds 
ofa letter, though I have come far short of doing justice 
tothe dying deportment-of this dear friend. Oh, may my 
last end be like hers. I would now proceed to discharge 
ihe duty, which Flarriet’s dying request imposed on me, of 
alministering consolation to you, and of beseeching the 
dear children to make aright improvement of this afflicting 
dispensation; but I hope the Godof all consolation will 
himself wipe away your tears, and fill your heartwith com- 
iort, and that Harrict’s dying intreaties,andtears,and sighs, 
may be carried by the Spirit cf truth to the hearts of the 
hildren, and of her other young friends, and may fasten 
convictiori on their minds, and engege them to follow her, 
so far as she followed Christ. With these hopes I must 
at present bid them all an affectionate farewell. 

“ Harriet offered to give me her property by will, but I 
declined accepting it. She then proposed bequeathing a 
part of it tothe Board of Commissioners, but my time was 
so completely taken up in attending on her, that I. had no 
en ne of having a will duly executed till it was too 
ate. 

“The brethren in Bengal have written to ne. The 
Harmony arrived in Calcutta a few days after I left there— 
The brethren all ordered away,as we were. They are 
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» They came to the river, which the young lady had no 4p: 
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coming hither, and I daily expect them. Madagascar jx 
the probable seat of the mission; but this is not certain. 
Brother and sister Judson have become Baptists, have been 
immersed at Calcutta, and of course will not come with the 
rest. They have all been sick. 

‘‘ Perhaps you may censure me, my dear mother, {fo 
leaving Serampore before Harriet’s confinement. I wish 
I had time to answer you fully on this head; butI can only 
say, that she did not expect to be confined short of three 
or four months from the time of our departure; that the 
usual length of a voyage to the Isle of France is not half 
that period; that Bengal is the most sickly place in all In. 
dia, and this the most healthy spot in the eastern world; 

and that itwasthe unanimous advice of all our friend, 
that we should go. Brother Judson would then havc em. 
braced the opportunity had I declined it,”’ 

«J thank Dr. Woods a thousand times for his excellen 
sermon on the death of Mrs. Church, as well as for his 
Missionary sermon, which last I received by way of Cal- 
cutta. Dy dear, dear mother, I must bid you farewell, 
Ged Almighty bless you, and reward you a hundred fold, 
for all yourkindnessto me. Donotforget me;I shall ney- 
er forget you. Write whenever you have opportunity.— 
I send my love to all my acquaintance, and to all Harriet’s 
friends, for her sake. 

‘« My ever dear mother, 
I remain yours affectionately, 


SAMUEL NEWELL. 




















Drs. M. Atwood. 
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Two singular Conversions, occasioned by a striking Pro- 
idence. 


Some few years past, in a certain town in New-Englan¢, 
there was a young lady, ofa gay and sprightly turn of 
mind, who had occasion to go upon business to the neigh 
boring town of N...... where she had frequently been be: 
fore. On the borders of N..... there is a large stream of 
water, which is fordable only at certain times when itis 
low. This young lady took another, for company, who waé 
younger than herself, and who had never been from home: 
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prehension of attempting at that time to ford, on account of 
the depth. Nevertheless; in the gaiety of her heart, think- 
ing to try the courage of her companion, she. ventured in- 
to the stream. Observing that the other followed her 
without hesitatien, she determined to proceed, thinking it 

ossible that they might get safely through. Soon, as 
she herself related, her head began to swim ; and, instead 
of guiding her horse rather up the stream, which she 
ought to have done, she turned him the other way. Not 
far from the opposite shore, her horse, in passing a rock 
which was under water, plunged her into the stream.— 
She recollected that she struck the bettom with her feet, 
and by a strong exertion raised her head once above water 
and took breath ; but her clothes being wet and heavy, 
she immediately sunk again, and was carried gently down 
the streams under water. The distress of strangling was 
soon over; but she yet remained in full possession of her 
reason. She felt herselfto be now drowning ;: and suppo- 
sed thata few moments more would put a final period to 
her state of trial, and transport her mito the eternal world. 
Upon this, all the horrors of death, and of the judgment, 
crowded into her distracted mind ; and she felt to use her 
own expression, that sHe was going immediately to hell— 
As she was carried along under water, she fora wiile 
clearly discerned the hgit, but soon it seemed to her that 
acloud came over her eyes, and she presently lost her 
sight. Here she lost all sense and recollection; and here 
we must lcave her to relate some peculiar circumstances 
in divine Providenee, which concurred to her deliverance. 

On the same day, m another town, there was a young 
Man who, taking a hitie airing in the morning upon his 
farm, felt his mind struck with the thought of going that 
dayto N...... He inquired of himseif, whether he had any 
business of sufficient importance to call him thither. He 
found he had not. The impulse upon his mind was, how- 
ever so strong, that he determined to yield toit, and ac- 
cordingly mounted his horse and set out.. He had not 
rode far, before, as he was passing the house of a neigh- 
bor, the owner came out, and also mounted his horse. He 
esked him where he was going ; and was told it was to 
Ne ssees They travelled together untii they came in sight of 
the river, He who firet set out then asked the other what 








-- “ ~ < 
oe 54. 
en ie eee 


‘gee? yo 


be 


re 

o/: 
ia 
Hy) 








136 Singular Conversions. 


his business was at N...... The other replied, that he cout; 
indeed, hardly tell; he had none of much importance - 
but feeling a strong inclination, he could hardly tell why, 
to visit N...... that dav, he determined to indulge it. They 
found the water so high, that they had no expectation of 
fording the stream. ‘They came to the fording place just 
afterthe young women had €ntered the stream, conclud. 
ing that if these females were able to ride through, they 
certainly could ; they set in after them, and were spectat- 
ors of all that happened. 

By the time the young lady was thrown from her horse, 
they had almost reached the oppose shore. He-who was 
farthest from the shore, on seeing her fall,. immediately 
turned his horse and rode dewn the stream, hoping to 
overtake, and, if possible, rescue her from death. No 
sooner did he overtake the drowning person, who was 
carried down by the current, than her hand involuntarily 
clinched the hind legs of his horse; and although the 
horse as the owner affirmed, was remarkably shy and skit- 
tish, on this occasion he shewed not the least signof fright, 
but stood entirely stul. The man reached his hand and 
caught the other hand of the drowning young woman, and 
raised her head outof the water. His companion, who 
had reached the shore, immediately left his horse and fol- 
lowed down on the shore, that he might, if possible, afford 
some assistance. Seeing that the other needed help, he 
plunged into the stream, scized the body, and brought it 
on shore. Anxious to save the perishing young creature, 
they soon imagined that they discerned symptoms of life. 
Carrying her into a house which was near the water side, 
they committed her to the care of one of-her own sex; by 
whose prudent exertions she was soon restored to life,and 
recovered her senses. The men, who, under God,. were 
her deliverers, tarried till she was so far restored as to be 
able to converse. They then related to her those rather 
unusual circumstances which concurred to bring them to 
that place in the critical moment when their assistance 
was most needed. This done, one of them then said to 
the other, ‘“¢ We know now what our business to N...... was 
to day ; we have done it; let us therefore return.’’ Ac- 
cordingly they mounted their horses and went directly 


home ; satisfied with the reflection that they had been the 
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instruments of preserving the life of one of their fellow~ ie cd ak 
creatures. ih Se ee 
In due time the young lady, being sufficiently recover- hea Lo fae 
ed, returned also to her own house. In the same town liv- Hay iat a 
ed a young gentleman, till now as thoughtless and unpre- a ee ie, 
pared for another world as she had been; with whom she ast Ay a 
had often spent hours in vain, light, and useless conversa- bet es 
tion. Hearing of what had befallen her, he soon went to Ft eet 
visit her ; and, addressing her with the same light air as we ee 
he had been wont to do before, said, ‘* So, Miss....., I per- | Lae 
ceive you have met witha misfortune.” She very gravely fg" mp y 
replied, Z Aave exfrerienced a very remarkable frrovidence i ar oa 
of God: So unusual an observation from the mouth of eh pear 
one who perhaps had never before uttered a serious reflec- We, MRP mes ties 
tion, together with the grave and serious air with ligt (a 
which it was made, immediately struck his mind in- lots ae 
touncommon solemnity. She then proceeded, and gave Woe ko ae 
him a narrative of the several.circumstances which have hehe ae iy 
been above related. ose opt ae 
The remarkable scenes through which this young lady eet mae 
had passed, through the power of that invisivle and glori-- Ue BT pet 
ous Being, who had. wrought so surprising a deliverance ih tte 
for her, made an impression on her mind toodeep ever to A ks a eae 
be effaced. ‘The distress of mind she felt when under wa- ‘ea OY aed 
ter, and apprehending herself to be just sinking inte hell, bie es Beh ky 


never left her till, through the mighty power of sovereign 
grace, she was brought to embrace divine mercy, and 
welcomeinto her heart that glorious Redeemer, who alone 
rescues from the pit of destruction.s 
As to the young gentleman,.he relates that the above- | 
harrative from the young lady herself, together with the 
grave and solemn manner with which it was first made, 
and her sober reflections upon the remarkable interposition 
of Providence, produced the first serious impression upon. 
his mind which he could never shake off. His attention te 
to eternal things was awakened ; his conscience aroused ; 
and, from that time, stung with reflections on his-past vain. 
life ; ad, haunted with the fear of what was to come, he 
had little peace till, through the power of divine grace, he PRE aitaee oy 
trusts, he was brought totake “ sanctuary in the name of. poy hae ies 
the. Lord.” é binky Sl ae a be id 
M.3 bes wei) > 
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1$8 Effect of Prayer. 


From the mouth of this gentleman, who is now a fafth. 


ful minister, and servant of the Lord Jesus, the writer of 


this short, but interesting narrative, had the foregoing ac- 
count. 

Thus these several unusual steps of divine Providence 
led to important and very happy events; soon, apparently 
issuing in the saving conversion of two sinners. Truly, 
God is wonderful in counsel, as well as excellent in wor. 
king! What a variety of incidents, unnoticed at present 
by men, are made to concur, in divine Providence, to the 
bringing home of God’s elect! How many surprising 
scenes of remarkable coincidents of circumstances wiillo- 
pen upon the minds of God’s people at that happy. perio: 
when all the mysteries of divine Providence shall be unfold. 
ed, that day must declare! Doubtless, they will then sec 
the concurrence ofagreat variety of circumstances and 
things, before altogether unobserved ; each of which was 
an essential link in that chaim-of events which issued in 
their happy deliverance and complete salvation. Tach of 
these will raise their wender and delight, and shed new 
zlories on ths character of the great Savior of men; each 
giving a fragrance to the name of Jesus, which shall oc- 
casion his praise todwe!l with greater delight upon their 
tongues to all eternity. 

—04+o— 
Effect of Prayers. 

Fervent prayer has not only atendency todraw downa 
divine blessing on other means of instruction, but when 
offered in the hearing of the persons whose goed is implo- 
red, itis calculated to strike conviction into their minds, 
and awaken in them a serious concern about their eternal 
interests. Many facts could be adduced to show-the ben- 
eficial tendency of social prayer in this view; among 
whiehthe following is one. 

I have heard of a good woman, who had an acquaint 
ance with a minister, whom she used to entertain at her 
house, for the sake of his conversation and prayers. But 
she had a husband who. was an enemy toall religion, and 
had such an aversion tothis good man, that he not only 
forbid him his house, but even formed aresolution to mur: 
derhim. For this purpose he one day went into a wood, 
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«here he knew this minister used to walk for retirement, 
prepared and determined to execute his horrible purpose. 


But hearing a voice, he stood still to listen, and he found. 
that the good man wasat prayer. Sull hearkening to. 


what he said, he found that he was praying. particularly 
for HIM, and in such a manner, that it so melted him 
as to make him throw down his weapon, and go-and cast 
himself at his feet, confessing his vile intention, and im- 
ploring forgiveness both of. % 6 and of God. The con- 
sequence was, that he was a. sineere conyert, and an em:- 
nent Christian. | Mis. Mag, | 
ae 
On the ruinous effects of Ardent Spirits. 

The effects of intemperate drinking upon the dispo- 
sition, as well as.the estates of its victims, are often terri- 
ble. It converts the gentleness of the lamb, into the fero- 
city ofthe tiger, Under its malignant influence, persons 
who used to be distinguished for kindness. and habitual 
equanimity of temper, become: excessively morose, and 
irritable. It dethrones. reason and. lets loose-all the bad 
passions,to range and rage without control. It more than 
brutalizes the whole man, and often causes-the unhappy 
subject of.its influence to vent the most outrageous abuse, 
upon the nearest relations.and the best friends. 

How frequently, for example, does strong drink drown, 
or rather consume conjugal, parental, filial, and fraternal 
love! How many husbands who once cherished the most 
tender affection for their wives, havt gradually, though 
not slowly, exchanged it for the love of: intoxicating li- 
quors ! How many wives, once lovely and well beloved, 
have, in the course of a few months or years,. been so sadiy 
changed by intemperate drinking, as to take a kind of in- 
fernal pleasure in planting their husband’s pillows with 
thorns! How many fathers and mothers,.who, before 
they began to follow strong drink, were e patterns of parent- 
al care and affection, have by yielding to its enticements, 
ceased to love their.own offspring! How many once du- 
tiful und affectionate sons and brothers, have undergone 
a tr insformation so complete, in those laboratories of Satan 
and his under-workers, called dram- shops, that every spark 
of filial reverence and fraternal kindness is finally extin- 
guished! How many, whose friendship and society were 
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10 E fects of Ardent Spirits. 


formerly coveted, on account of the sweetness and frank. 
ness of their dispositions, are now shunned, and with g’ooq 
reason, as the offscouring of all things! To sum up the 
whole in one short sentence, under the inebriating influence 
of strong drink, the husband becomes a brute, the wife , 
serpent:in the bosom, the parent a monster, the friend ap 
enemy of all that is good, and the child a son of perdition, 

2. Intemperate drinking greatly impairs, and often whol. 
ly destroys the understanding. Dr. Waters of Pennsy!. 
vania hospital, some years ago, observed to Dr. Rush, the: 
one third of the patients confined there on account of ma. 
ness, had brought that terrible disease upon themselves b; 
the use of ardent spirits. What a solemn lesson to 3! 
who indulge themselves in. hard drinking !. Nor let it be 
supposed, that this lesson is taught only in. the ravings of 
the miserable tenants ofthe Pennsylvania hospital. The 
fair inferénce from the above fact, is, that one third, or 
nearly that proportion of all the maniacs in our country 
are self-made inthe same way. But not’to insist, at pres. 
ent, on any exact proportion, because no investigation, 
sufficiently minute and extensive has yet been made, it 
may safely be presumed, that multitudes might be pointed 
out in every. state, and not a few in some towns, who have 
literally made themseives mad by intemperance. Indeed, 
till people cease from drinking to excess, the same melan- 
choly effects must be expected. Frequent intoxication 
cannot fai] to impair the understanding. It must and will, 
gradually enfeeble and ultimately prostrate, the noblest. 
powers ofthe mind. ‘ 

And how affecting is it to see brilliant talents clouded, 
and strong powers enervated, or in other words, to behold, 
the noblest part of the noblest work of Ged on earth, shat: 
tered and lying in ruins, by the terrible agency. of ardent 
spirits ! How melancholy to witness the opening buds of 
genius blasted by the fumes of intoxicating liquors! But 
alas! how: frequent are such instances in this Christian 
land. I have known men who have been numbered with 
the wise and respectable in society, gradually reduced to 
mere idiocy by intemperance. I have seen the masculine 
and discriminating mind sinking by the some deadly i- 
fluence into premature old age and second childhood. 
have seen more than one promising youth, of high hope 
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Effects of Adent Spirits. 144 


and flattering prospects, snared and taken hy that insidi- 


ous enemy, whose ravages I am attempting to describe. 


| beheid and the eye which lately beamed with intelli- 
gence grew dim. The mind, naturally vigorous and ar- 
dent, lostits tone. The memory became weak treacher- 
ous. The healthy shoots of genius, instead of putting 
forth leaves and bearing fruit, became sickly and dwin- 


dled almost to nothing. ‘Every faculty was benumbed, or . 


enervated by excess, and the young man sunk away into 
insignificance and contempt. 

Wien I indulge the train of reflections which are sug- 
gested by such instances as these; when I think how ma- 
uy thousands of superior minds have been dstroyed by 
mtemperance,f cannot but compare these ruins wita 
those of some large and nobie city. I walk over the 
ground where it stood, examine with painful retrospec- 
\iva the fallen colurgus and .broken arches, survey the 
proad foundations of. magnificent edifices now no morey. 
aid sigh to think that glory is departed forever. 

5, Intemperate dringing prompts men to the perpetra- 
tion of all the most shameful and abominable crimes. It 
uistigates them to trainple on every law, divine and. hu- 
maa. Ifeated with strong drink they care not whom 
they insult and abuse. Itis then that they mock at the 
remonstrances of their best friends, and bid. defence to 
the civilarm. Itis.then, that they fight in a manner 
which would disgrace dogs and bears. Itis then, that 
| breaking aver all restraints they make the air ring with 
the most shocking profanation of God’s holy name. It is 
in fits of intoxication that men often commit crimes 
at which they shudder when they come to themselves ; 
such as blasphemy, robbery, rape, manslaughter and 
murder, Judge Rush, in one of his excellent char- 
ges to the grand jury of Pennsylvania, solemnly de- 
clares, that he does not remember a single indictment, 
2cfore him, for manslaughter, and very Sap for murder, 
Which were not occasioned ! by intoxication. 

4. he course pursued by hard drinkersis the high 
‘oad tu hell. The stream on which they embark empties 
nto the bottomless pit. They are in iminent danger of ¢- 
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rnal damnation. 
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142 Anecdotes, &e. 


Though here and there a drunkard hasbeen reclaimed: 
though now and thena brand has been plucked from the 
burning ; it isagreed on all hands, that the case of the ip. 
temperate, is ali but hopeless. Their consciences are 
seared, their hearts are hardened to a degree, which sets 
all entreaties and remonstrances at defiance. They haye 
yielded to the power of an enemy, that knows no pity, and 
ts daily making their bands strong; an enemy, that will 
not be satisfied with any thing short of their endless per. 
dition. e 

It surely is not too muchto say, that inthe case of those 
who murder body and soul by intemperance, strong 
drink will add fuel to that fire which shall never be 
quenched ; willincrease the torments of the buning lake; 
will impart a terrible activity to the deathless worm, and 
deepen the horrors of the blackness of darkness forever. 
Drunkards shall not inherit the kigdom of God. How dread- 
ful, how overwhelming the thought, that a single immortal 
being, shouid reel into the grave and into hell, underan im- 
mense load of guilt, contracted by intemperance. How 
amazing that rational creatures can thus trifle with their 
eternal interest, and with tremendous perseverence work 
out their own. destruction ! 


0@ 04aa——_ 
ANECDOTE. 


S. Basil gives an account of 40 soldiers, who suffered 
as Mariyrs.at Sebastia in Armenia ; in the reign of Lici- 
nius, waenthe Governor, to contrive a new method of 
torment, had commanded them to stand naked all’ nigat 
in cold frosty weather. In a pondof water. They first 
gave thanks to God, that they put off their clothes and 
their-sins together; and then comforted one another by 
balancing their present hardships with their future hopes. 
“Isthe weather sharp?” said they, “ Paradise is com- 
fortable and delightful.. Is the frost cold and severe? 
the rest that remaineth for the people of God is sweet 
and pleasant. Let us hold out a little while, and Abra- 
ham’s bosom will refresh and comfort us. We shall 
change this night for an eternal age of happiness. Let 
our feet suffer with the severity of the cold, so that we 
may forever rejoice and triumph with angels.. Let ow 
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Anecdotes, Ec. 143 





hands sink down, so that we may have liberty to lift them 4 4 
up to God. How many of our fellow soldiers have lost Bie 
their lives to keep faith with their temporal princes ! And ; , 
should we be unfaithful to the true King of Heaven? te 
How many have justly died for their crimes and villanies! 
And shall we refuse to diein the cause of righteousness ae 
and religien ? ’Tis but the flesh that suffers ; let us not es 
spare it. Since we must-die once, let us die that we may ie 
live.” Just before their condemnation, their commander ie 8 sy 
persuaded them, both bygpromises and threatenings, as- wee | 
suring them that if thefe would but deny Christ, they fe 
should make their own terms, both as to riches andhonor. ee 
They told him that he laid his snares at the wrong door; a 
that he could not give them what he endeavored to take ag 
from them ; nor could they close with his offer, without 3 
being infinite losers by the bargain ; that it was tono pur- a 
pose to proffer a /itt/e of this world to them who despised “pi 
the whole of it; thatall these visible advantages were S 
nothing to what they had in hope and expectation. All ts 
the beauties and glories of Heaven and earth not being 2 e. 
comparable to that state of blessedness, whichis thepor- se, a 
tion of the righteous; the one being shortlived and transi- APET hc 
tory, the other permanent, and eternal. That they were eit 
ambitious of no gif, but the crown of righteousness, nor ce eae 
sought after any other glory but that which was heavenly: ae 3 4 oP 
that they feared no torments, but those of hell, and that fire PS eee 
Which is truly terrible. As forthose punishments which tees 
he inflicted, they accounted them but as the blows of chil- Mista 
dren, and the tll usage their bodies met with the longer it a aie 
was endured, the brighter would be their crown. ae 
bas 
——>—— ay 
LINES. , e ce 
Werner I to shed a single tear, Mh dg re) 
For cach of all my sins, each onc, t sh ete 
Alas! the constant stream, I fear, iz fin ce the 
Would like some mighty river rur. fh ee Le 
Yet all the immeasurable flood, ANG: Pe i 
Could never wash one stain away: , 4 ie es 
A single drop of Jesus’ blood ea Way aa 


Cam make me pure and white 43 day. 


Nissionary Hprm. 


Composed to be sung ata meeting of a Foreign Missionary Society. 

“« Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all 
things, whatsoever I have commanded you: and 
lo! Lam with you alway, even unto the end of 


the world. Amen.” 
MATT. XXVill. 19, 


Ye sacred Heralds of the Lord! 
Go at your Master’s high command, 
And bear the blessings of his word, 
To every distant heathen land. 


Sce a long train of Adam’s race, 

Deep plung’d in guilt and stain’d with blood, 
Remov'd beyond the sounds of grace, 

Are strangers to a pard’ning Gop. 


To rescue man from endless woe, 
Jesus descended from above, 

And, veil’d in mortal flesh below, 
Paid the rich price of saving Jove. 

















While wand’ring through this vale of tears, e' 

Ife had not where to lay his head, b 

j Deep sorrow mark’d his passing | vears, c 

For man he fasted, pray’d and bled , 

Then, in the great RepEemer’s name, : 5 

| Go forth to nature’s utmost end, t] 

: His truth to ev’ry realm proclaim, ir 
| And call the nations to attend-— 

n 

Declare to earth’s remotest bound, u 

' Gi: ad tidings from the Kiwe or xrN6s, C 

Let ev’ry region catch the sound, t¢ 

i And angels strike their golden strings S 

if 

ir te Teach the poor penitent to flee ‘ 

1 For safety where salvatien lies ; 

Bid him lift up his eyes and see C 

The Sun or Rigursovusness arise. h 

Then shall the wise, though distant far 4) 

Frem Zion’s sacred temple gate, 7 





O’er Bethle’m view the ~wond’rous Star, 
And worship at Earmanrry’s fcet, 
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